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Mr. Charles Bolte 
Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace 
United Nations Plaza 

at 46th Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Charles: 


I am writing to urge that the Carnegie Endowment give serious consideration 

to the possibility of a reconvened "Bermuda Conference" on the Vietnam War 
this autumn. 

It seems to me in retrospect that our discussions of December 1967 did a 

T lY t0 ‘r lari£y the thinking and the doubts of the participants 
it also added force and respectability to a moderate and reasoned critique 

Paristalks ^f 1968 Gby helped ® aSe the Way toward the bombing cessation and 

be t « 1 vIn C tiL l T k H I - had Shar6d the Vi6W that the new Administration should 
prematureto jj? vise a . means of ending the war, i.e. should not be pressed 
passed tn achl ® ve mira cles. I now conclude that sufficient time has 
P 7 t ° make a Judgment on the Administration's efforts and that those 

st^rk S hv°tH 0t promise any speedy resolution of the conflict. Indeed, I am 
truck by the resurgence of old familiar forces in Washington and Saigon — 
a conviction on the part of our military that the war is still winnabfe a 

cation d "°rd m ^ Sm 31110115 S ° me ° f ° Ur civilians about the efficacy of "pacifi- 

pressures for 1 ^ 16351 ? 5 ! 7 effective resistance by the Thieu government to 
pressures for meaningful conciliatory moves either internally or externally 

in^v^d’ Caaualty rates are appalling, Paris remains stalemated, and -- 
moi^F- U H 8 I! en ! C" ° Ur College students are in no mood whatsoever to be 
ollified by token troop withdrawals and manipulation of draft calls. 

Side^ce^LXr^rp 1 Wiadom V which 1 s ^ are in lieu of more comforting 
h “!’ Jf tha£ t] } e Resident does indeed "want out" but doesn't know 
ow to do it; and that in the process he is in danger of being entrapped bv 
the s ame forces that destroyed his predecessor. Alternatively NixorMnav 7 

tragedy X by COn, P Bte,,t outsiders lest it lead to further 
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In this context, I see a creative role for such "Establishment" institutions 
as the Endowment: to focus anew the doubts and ingenuity of respected lead¬ 
ers and specialists -- as we did at Bermuda -- on an effort to persuade our 
Government to do the hard things that it must if Vietnam is not to take an 
even greater toll on our society. My point is simply that the President needs 
help against destructive forces in America and Vietnam ( and perhaps in himself), 
and that we ought to tyy to give it to him. I would not presume to suggest an 
agenda, although I do feel that such elusive terms as "honorable peace" or 
"honorable withdrawal" are in need of scrutiny, definition, and perhaps even 
rejection. (A central question is whether we can get peace and keep the Thieu 
government; my own answer would be no.) I leave it to others to develop an 
agenda and a list of participants (though I would point out that such key 
figures as Harriman, Vance, and both Bundys have now become private citizens 
and might be included). 

I have shown this letter to some of our previous Bermuda invitees, including 
Ed Reischauer, George Kistiakowsky, and Adam Yarmolinsky, and find them in 
general agreement with my proposal. 

With my best regards. 


Sincerely, 



Research Fellow 


JCT/rr 


















